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written by Marc blitzstein    directed by valerie curtis-newton^°

The Cradle Will Rock runs approximately 1 hour and 20 minutes. There will be no intermission.

* Member of the Master of Fine Arts Program in Design
^Alumnus/Alumna of UW Drama
°Faculty of UW Drama

Special Thanks: 5th Avenue Theatre, ACT Theatre, Jerry Chambers, Seattle Children's Theatre, Seattle Opera, Seattle 
Repertory Theatre, Theatre Puget Sound, UW Student Technology Fee, Village Theatre

CAST *member of the Professional Actor Training Program (PATP)
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°Faculty of UW Drama
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Scene 1: Street corner 
Scene 2: Nightcourt 
Scene 3: Mission 
Scene 4: Lawn of Mr. Mister's home 
Scene 5: Drugstore

Scene 6: Hotel lobby 
Scene 7: Nightcourt 
Scene 8: Faculty room 
Scene 9: Dr. Specialist's office 
Scene 10: Nightcourt



UPCOMING EVENTS
Sophocles' Electra
by Frank McGuinness 
directed by Rachel Perlot 
produced by the Undergraduate Theater Society 
thru Nov 1, Cabaret Theatre

Seattle Theatre Symposium
presented by the UW Drama PhD program 
Nov 2, 7:30 PM 
Floyd and Delores Jones Playhouse

Lost & Founded: Seattle Group Theatre 
Free reading series 
Nov 9, 7:30 PM, Meany Studio Theatre

New Works Festival 
produced by the Undergraduate Theater Society 
Nov 14&15, Cabaret Theatre

Loot 
by Joe Orton 
directed by Sean Ryan 
Dec 2–13, Meany Studio Theatre

Beginnings: First Breath 
directed by Andrew McMasters & Mary Lindsey 
McMasters 
Dec 2–6, Cabaret Theatre

ABOUT THE DIRECTOR
Professor in Acting and Directing and Head of Performance, Valerie 
oversees The Hansberry Project, a professional African American theatre 
lab. She has directed projects for professional companies, including 
Actors Theatre of Louisville, Alabama Shakespeare Festival, The Mark 
Taper Forum, Intiman Theatre, Seattle Children's Theatre, Northwest 
Asian American Theatre, and Capitol Repertory Theatre. Valerie 
has participated in new play development for the New York Theatre 
Workshop, The Children's Theatre Company of Minneapolis, The Mark 
Taper Forum, Seattle Repertory Theatre, and at the ACT/Hedgebrook 
and Seattle Rep/Hedgebrook Women Playwrights Festivals, working with 
playwrights including Kia Corthron, Caridad Svich, Gina Gionfriddo, 
Laurie Carols, and Valetta Anderson. In addition, she has served as 
Artistic Director for The Performing Ensemble of Hartford and the 
Ethnic Cultural Theatre at the UW, and was a participant in the 1997–
1998 NEA/TCG Career Development Program for Directors, assisting 
Tina Landau, Douglas Hughes, Lisa Peterson, Gordon Edelstein, and 
Sharon Ott. Valerie is a recent recipient of both the Stage Directors and 
Choreographers Foundation's Sir John Gielgud Directing Fellowship and 
a UW Presidential Faculty Development Fellowship. She is an alumna of 
Holy Cross College and the University of Washington (MFA). Professor 
Curtis-Newton is also a Donald E. Petersen Professor.

Marc Blitzstein (1905–1964) was an American composer, lyricist, 
and librettist. He is known for The Cradle Will Rock and for his Off-
Broadway translation/adaptation of The Threepenny Opera by Bertolt 
Brecht and Kurt Weill. His works also include the opera Regina, an 
adaptation of Lillian Hellman's play The Little Foxes; the Broadway 
musical Juno, based on Seán O'Casey's play Juno and the Paycock; 
and No for an Answer.

ABOUT THE PLAYWRIGHT

CONTACT US
UW School of Drama
101 Hutchinson Hall
Box 353950
Seattle WA 98195-3950
206.543.5140

Website: drama.uw.edu
Facebook: UWDrama
Twitter: @UWDrama

UW Arts Ticket Office
1313 NE 41st St
206.543.4880

In 1937, Marc Blizstein’s Cradle Will Rock premiere on a barestage. It 
had been locked out of its schedule theatre on it’s opening night. But 
the artists—led by Orson Welles and John Houseman—refused to be 
silenced. They marched 22 blocks to a rented theatre and against all 
odds performed the play. It seems really fitting that the UW School 
of Drama should kick off  its 75th anniversary with The Cradle Will 
Rock. The School has a rich history of training artists to use the power 
of their art—to raise their collective voices in order that the world 
might be changed for the better in some way. I am a director who 
believes that theatre’s fundamental function is to bring us into com-
munity. So, once we decided do this piece, it became clear to me that 
we needed to include people from the SoD’s entire community. You 
will see undergraduates, grad students, alumni, faculty, and members 
of the larger community on our stage tonight. Our production wants 
to “dust off history”, and then to be inspired by that history to create 
new history or maybe more community is a better way to express it. 
Thank you for joining us! 

Valerie Curtis-Newton, Professor
Head of Performance – Acting & Directing

AUDIENCE SURVEY
Let us know what you thought! Take our brief 
survey at http://bit.ly/cradle-survey

Resource Guide:
http://guides.lib.uw.edu/schoolofdramapro-
ductions/thecradlewillrock

DIRECTOR'S NOTE

AFTER THE SHOW
Join members of the cast, crew, and creative 
team at Big Time Brewery after performances on 
Thurs, Oct 29 and Thurs, Nov 5.

Big Time Brewery & Alehouse is located at 4133 
University Way NE.

Recommended Readings
Free, adult, uncensored: The living history of the Federal Theatre Project, 
edited by John O’Connor, Lorraine Brown and John Houseman (1978)

Voices from the Federal Theatre, by Bonnie Nelson Schwartz and Robert 
Brustein (2003)

The Federal Theatre Project, A Case Study, by Barry Witham, (2009)
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Valerie Mayse, costume specialist
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Justin Roberts, technical director
Gretchen Shantz, computer specialist
Deborah Skorstad, costume lead
Anne Stewart, general manager 
Tres Tracy Ballon, master carpenter
Angela Weaver, drama librarian
Alan Weldin, scenic carpenter

Faculty

Staff

FACULTY AND STAFF
Executive Director, Todd London

Senior Lecturers
Scott Hafso
Skip Mercier
Judith Shahn

Senior Artist-in-Residence
Karen Hartman

Lecturers
Geoffrey Alm
Andrew D. Smith

Emeritus Faculty
Sarah Bryant-Bertail
Jack Clay
Betty Comtois
Robert Dahlstrom
Bill Forrester
Sarah Nash Gates
Robert Hobbs 
Aurora Valentinetti
Barry Witham
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Mark Gibson, Chair 
Andrew McMasters, Vice Chair
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Kimberly Brangwin
Brad Edwards
Joanne Euster
Randy Everett
Kathy Page Feek
Joan Goldblatt
Robert Jenkins
Ron Leamon

Mark Levine
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Dr. Robert Monsen
Nadine Murray
Monica Ramsey 
Kerry Richards
Harvey Sadis 
Richard Sloniker
Howard Voorheis
Joan Voorheis
Kyoko Matsumoto Wright

ADVISORY BOARD

$15,000+
Floyd Jones
Joan & Howard Voorheis

$5000+
Sarah Nash Gates
Mark Gibson & Joseph Terteling
Ron Simons
Dennis Tiffany
Estate of Meri Wada

$2,000+
Stephen Alley & Amy Scott
Sheri & Les Biller
Donald Correll
Joanne Euster
Daniel Gerler
Debra Kara
Everett Kent
Mark Levine & John Keppeler
Tomilynn & Dean McManus
Harvey Sadis & Harriett Cody
Sally West

$1,000+
Kenneth Cerniglia & Adrien Lanusse
Donald & Kay Chapman
Gary Fuller & Randy Everett
Joan & Steve Goldblatt
Gerald Hjert
Karen Koon
Charles & Tanya Mertel

MAJOR DONORS
We wish to extend a heartfelt thank you to all those who have made a 
financial contribution to the School of Drama in the past year (Jul 1, 
2014 – Oct 13, 2015). Your gifts make a genuine impact in the lives of 
our students, and in turn, within the greater theatre community. Full 
list of donors at: drama.uw.edu/about/donors

John and Nadine Murray 
Monica Ramsey
Mya & Richard Ulrich
The Walt Disney Company
Jean & Morton Wilhelm
Barry & Margaret Witham

$500+
Marilyn & Emory Ackley
Dr. Les & Therese Barnette
The Boeing Company
Kalman Brauner & Amy Carlson
Allen Eschebaum
Kai Fujita
Linda Gould
Richard Greene
Philip Heier
Jay Lesenger
Janette & Charles Mayes
Charles & Nancy Mertel
Robert Monsen
Kristie & Jeoffrey Ngo
Jocelyn Phillips & Warren Bakken
Carlomagno & Catherine Ramirez
Dirk Sanders
Charlie Sandlan
Deborah Trout
Avon & George Wilson
Carl & Eleanor Wirum

The University of Washington School of Drama develops innovative and courageous artists and scholars 
poised to be the creative leaders of tomorrow. Our dynamic, award-winning faculty is dedicated to enabling 
each student to reach their full potential and our alumni are advancing the artistic conversation through 
innovative and diverse work across the globe.

We offer MFA degrees in acting, design, and directing, a four-year undergraduate liberal arts education in 
Drama or Musical Theatre, and a PhD in theatre history and criticism.  


