
DIRECTORS NOTES
Leah Adcock-Starr
Tennessee Williams wrote once that “snatching 
the eternal out of the desperately fleeting is the 
great magic trick of human existence.” I believe 
with these plays that he has done exactly that. 
We are issued the challenge to bear witness, 
to see ourselves in the humor, heartbreak, and 
heroic humanity of the moments that play before 
us; moments that have been snatched for us from 
the desperately fleeting by the deft hands of a 
great magician. In the The Glass Menagerie, 
Tom begins, “I have tricks in my pocket, I have 
things up my sleeve. But I am the opposite of a 
stage magician. He gives you illusion that has 
the appearance of truth. I give you truth in the 
pleasant disguise of illusion” In the room with 
Williams we know what is in store for us and 
whether we find that illusion to be pleasant, 
problematic, or profound, we also know it to be 
true. And that is a great trick, indeed. 

Tina Polzin
Most of us at some time have found ourselves 
lost, unable to find our way through the fog of 
life. Our own mind becomes our worst enemy, 
manifesting our fears. Tennessee Williams, a 
homosexual writer with an alcoholic father, a 
domineering mother and a mentally ill sister 
certainly knew how life could overwhelm. He 
understood what drove people and what trapped 
them. In his own words, “I’m trying to catch that 
true quality of experience in a group of people, 
that cloudy interplay of live human beings in a 
thundercloud of a common crisis. Some mystery 
should be left in the revelation of character in a 
play, just as a great deal of mystery is always left 
in the revelation of character in life, even in one’s 
own character to himself.” We are drawn time 
and again to his tragic heroes because they are 
flawed. We watch his characters head towards 
their doom, like moths to the flame. We watch 
them lost in a labyrinth hoping that they will find 
their way, all the while knowing they won’t. Yet 
in watching their downward spiral, perhaps we 
may find that moment of clarity on our journey 
through the fog that “we may know ourselves and 
each other a great deal better.”
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Tennessee Williams is recognized as an American 
literary icon. He was a prolific writer of poetry, 
short stories, plays and screen plays. And the five 
plays in this series are snapshots of Williams’ 
creative vision spanning three decades from 
the 1930s through the 1950s. Williams wrote 
about social outcasts with deep sympathy and 
made them his heroes. All of Williams’ plays 
are intensely personal, drawn from family and 
the South he knew so well; and later from life in 
New Orleans. Some of his one act plays laid the 
groundwork for full-length plays including The 
Glass Menagerie (1945), A Streetcar Named 
Desire (1947), and Cat on a Hot Tin Roof (1955)—
the latter two won the Pulitzer Prize.

The one-act plays run 2 hours 30 minutes, including a 
15-minute intermission. Please join us for a Post-Show 
Talk Thursday,  June 6, facilitated by School of Drama 
PhD student Susan Finque. 

Act I directed by Leah Adcock-Starr
Mr. Paradise (1930s)  
The French Quarter of New Orleans, Louisiana 
The Long Goodbye (1940s)  
A tenement building in St. Louis, Missouri

Act II directed by Tina Polzin
Hello From Bertha (1940s)  
A brothel in East Saint Louis 
Monologue from The Night of the Iguana (1940s)  
A hotel on the coast of Mexico
Talk To Me Like The Rain and Let Me Listen (1950s)
An apartment in Hell’s Kitchen, NYC 
Monologue from The Glass Menagerie (1940s)  
An apartment and exterior in Saint Louis
Why Do You Smoke So Much Lily? (1930s)  
An apartment in the West End, Saint Louis 
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