
William Shakespeare, 
playwright, penned over 37 plays 
in his lifetime, nearly all of 
which are still performed today, 
hundreds of years after they 
were fi rst published. By 1592 he 
was an established fi gure, touring 
with his troupe throughout 
England. In 1599 he became a 
partner in the new Globe 
Th eatre. He retired to Stratford 
on Avon in 1612 where he 
continued to be active in real 
estate investment until his 
death in 1616. 

Shakespeare: Th e Invention of the Human, Harold Bloom 

Riverhead Trade; First Edition edition (September 1, 1999) 

Th e Art of Shakespeare’s Sonnets, Helen Vendler

Belknap Press of Harvard University Press (November 1, 1999) 
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Your wits makes wise things 
foolish.” Are we truly who we say 
we are? Can words be as eff ective 
a disguise as a mask? Sonneting, 
broken vows, false declarations, 
assumptions, hyperbole and 
malapropism are Shakespeare’s 
fascinations in Love’s Labour’s 
Lost. Th e essence of a promise is 
that it must be spoken/made to 
another, but can language ever 
really suffice? Often the 
sanctuaries we construct to hide 
ourselves from the world are 
made of much more than personas: 
words themselves are powerful 
enough, in that they can fortify 
what we protect and destroy 
what we wish to possess at the 
same time. Perhaps that is why 
Shakespeare asks us to laugh at 
this contradiction, for laughter 
is what reminds us of our 
humanity best.
   
Andrew Tsao, Director
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Love’s Labour’s Lost takes 
place at King Ferdinand’s 
Estate in the Kingdom of 
Navarre, which lies in the 
northern Pyrenees between 
France and Spain.  
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Th e play runs 2 hours and 
15 minutes including a ten- 
minute intermission.
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