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Kid-Simple:
a radio play in the flesh
by Jordan Harrison
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Production Notes

From the Director

Jordan Harrison is a playwright who experiments theatrically with what has been
described as indeterminacy. Many playscripts attempt to determine every aspect of
a play’s appearance on stage. Harrison instead deliberately builds into his scripts
large gaps that encourage a high degree of improvisation from actors and
designers in performance.

Harrison’s gaps are called "prompts,” or words in the playscript that only suggest
how a scene might be staged. Prompts may encourage an actor to draw upon
personal experience, such as "first experience with the police” or "evil fantasy."
Prompts such as “adjective” or “verb” also provoke improvisation in sound or
lighting design.

Prompts from Kid Simple will be projected visually, and improvised aurally.
Harrison’s work is inspired by Thalia Field, a tremendous playwright and former
classmate of mine from Brown University.

About the Author
Jordan Harrison is a Seattle native. His plays, which include Kid-Simple, The Museumn
Play, and Finn in the Underworld, have been produced and developed at Actors
Theatre of Louisville, Playwrights Horizons, The Empty Space Theater, and the
first Summer Play Festival at Theatre Row. Kid-Simple premiered in the 2004 Hu-
mana Festival at Actors Theatre of Louisville.

Mr. Harrison is the recipient of two Jerome Fellowships from The

Playwrights' Center, the 2003 Heideman Award, a 2001-2002 Lucille Lortel
Fellowship, and residencies with the Djerassi Program and Commonweal Theatre
Company. He is currently working on a commission from the Guthrie Theater and
Children’s Theatre Company. A graduate of the Brown University M.F.A.
Playwriting program, Mr. Harrison is a member of New Dramatists.

Recommended Reading
Incarnate: Story Material, by Thalia Field (NY: New Directions, 2004).

Point and Line, by Thalia Field (NY: New Directions, 2000).
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