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The show runs approximately 90 minutes.
There will be one, 10-minute intermission.

Because of the intimate nature of our space, there will be no late seating for this show.

Please note that all of the entrances to the stage are used frequently throughout the performance.
Audience members are asked to please keep their hands, feet, and belongings out of the aisles at all
times for their own safety and the safety of the performers.

In this performance, there are effects that may cause motion sickness, including haze, fog, strobe
lights, and smoke effects. There's also violence, graphic and racially explicit language, gun shots,
and a barrel of fun.
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ABOUT THE PLAYWRIGHT

Qui Nguyen is a playwright, TV/film writer, and Co-Founder of the

OBIE Award-winning Vampire Cowboys of NYC. His work, known for its
innovative use of pop-culture, stage violence, puppetry, and multimedia,
has been called "culturally savvy comedy" by The New York Times, "tour
de force theatre" by Time Out New York, and "infectious fun" by Variety.
Qui is currently a writer for Marvel Studios. His company, Vampire
Cowboys, often credited with being the pioneers of "geek theatre," holds
the distinction of being the first and only professional theatre organization
to be officially sponsored by NY Comic Con. Concurrent to our production
of Agent G, Nguyen's Vietgone is running at Seattle Rep, which means he
is officially so hot right now.

ABOUT THE DIRECTOR

Ali Mohamed el-Gasseir is so excited to return to UW! A Seattle-based
director, actor, producer, and teacher, el-Gasseir is currently the Casting
Director at Tony Award winning Intiman Theatre. Formerly he has served
as Artistic Director of Washington Ensemble Theatre. He has directed
regionally in Seattle and California, and as a performer has acted for
companies such as Berkeley Repertory Theatre, ACT, Seattle Shakespeare
Company, Shakespeare Santa Cruz, and Washington Ensemble Theatre.
Ali holds a Bachelor of Arts in Theatre Arts from UC Santa Cruz with

an emphasis in directing, and a Master of Arts in Theatre History and
Criticism from San Francisco State University.

DIRECTOR'S NOTE
QuI

I write action-adventure comedies now. COMEDIES! | don’t know
how to do this. | do shows about ninjas and zombies and b-boys...

I totally feel you Qui. When Todd London presented me with

The Inexplicable Redemption of Agent G, it made perfect sense to me. |
always ask myself if I am the right person to help tell the story of a script

I am presented, and this show rings true to me on a personal level. | am
an Arab-American who loves much of American pop culture, reveres my
immigrant family, and often does not feel like | am the “correct” person to
appropriately represent my cultural heritage in the arts. That dissonance
is the central theme of this play: who is allowed to tell culturally sensitive
stories and what is the appropriate way to honor those stories?

As Qui—the character—wrestles with telling the story you are about to see,
he feels disingenuous, stifled, and riddled with doubt. The only way he
finds he is able to truly tell the story of his cousin’s journey to America is to
tell it in his own particular hip hop/karate movie/western/film noir way.
As someone who grew up loving Tribe Called Quest, Jackie Chan,
Tombstone, and The Big Sleep, | completely love this synthesis of styles.

The challenge of working in different genres and culturally specific styles
is measuring the difference between appropriation and homage. Even the
title, The Inexplicable Redemption of Agent G, calls to mind the awkward
translations of American Films into Chinese. American Hustle was
translated as United States Cheat Bureau or—better yet—Guardians of the
Galaxy was translated as Interplanetary Unusual Attacking Team!

Jokes aimed at this sort of comedic intersection between Occidental and
Oriental cultures feature prominently in this play. The text is often
purposefully offensive, attacking stereotypes while it lives inside of them.
To successfully navigate this sensitive material, we are honored to have
partnered with the UW Husky Wushu team to choreograph our fights, and
we were deliberate in ensuring that our casting efforts reached wide across
the University community.

I hope I've managed to help this cast celebrate Qui Nguyen'’s love of genre
in its own way.

ALSO CURRENTLY RUNNING:

Fucking A
By Suzan-Lori Parks
Directed by Malika Oyetimein

Through December 11
Meany Studio Theatres

NEXT UP:

The Octavia (Reading)

By Anne Washburn

Directed by Ken Rus Schmoll
January 8, 2017

Glenn Hughes Penthouse Theatre

Maple and Vine

By Jordan Harrison

Directed by Sean Ryan

Jan 17—Jan 29, 2017

Floyd and Delores Jones Playhouse

As You Like It

By William Shakespeare
Directed by Jeffrey Fracé

Feb 7—Feb 19, 2017

Glenn Hughes Penthouse Theatre

Pippin

Book by Roger O. Hirson

Music & lyrics by Stephen Schwartz
Directed by Wilson Mendieta
March 8—March 19th, 2017

Floyd and Delores Jones Playhouse

CONTACTUS
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AUDIENCE SURVEY

Let us know what you thought!
Take our brief survey at:

http://bit.ly/agent-g-survey
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The University of Washington School of Drama develops innovative and courageous artists and scholars
poised to be the creative leaders of tomorrow. Our dynamic, award-winning faculty is dedicated to enabling
each student to reach their full potential and our alumni are advancing the artistic conversation through

innovative and diverse work across the globe.

We offer MFA degrees in acting, design, and directing, a four-year undergraduate liberal arts education in
Drama or Musical Theatre, and a PhD in theatre history and criticism.
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